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It is good to be zealonfly af 


Jecled, always, in a good 


e 


os phy of Chriſt, I 
ful over his flock, ſolicitous 
for their welfare, and very zea- 


lous for the cauſe of Chriſt and 


the e of his church, encourages the 
Falatians to a holy conſtancy, a religious 


perſeverance in the chriſtian Faith. There 
was great need of this advice, becauſe th: t 


people ſeem'd to be weary of the true ch 
my * which they * kanne and 
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wanted to be intangled again in the yoke of 


bondage. 

Tno' the Church of Chriſt was the moſt 
excellent, in regard either to the doctrines 
which it taught, or the Authority by which 


it was founded, or the ſacred teſtimony on 


which it rely'd, or the large rewards of- 
fer'd to every true believer; tho' neither 
the Wiſdom of the Gentile, nor the great 
privileges of the Few, were to be com- 
pared with the glorious light of the Goſpel, 
and the mighty adyantages of the Chriſtian 
economy: Yet all this could not ſecure 
men' from the crafty and ſubtil inſinuations 
of falſe teachers, who had crept in among 


them: and under a ſhow of kindneſs, and 


charity for their ſouls, had drawn away 
many from the true Chriſtian Faith. 

Tauzy who endeavoured thus to cor- 
rupt the faith of the Galatians, were Sea- 
lonſly affected, but not in a good thing; be- 


cauſe all their Zeal was levell'd againſt the 


Chriſtian Religion ; and they endeavour'd 
to make a ſinful, and unneceſſary diviſion 
in the Church: To prevent this, St. au. 


tells em, it is good to be zealouſly affetted 
511 always 
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elneys in a good thing; i. e. Leal when well 


employ'd, and duly exerciſed, is an excel- 


lent virtue; and goodneſs is the great mark 
and character of diſtinction, between a true, 
and falſe Zeal. 

But becauſe there are many particular 
rules neceſſary concerning Leal, I ſhall dif- 
courſe more largely on this ſubjeR, in the 


following method. 


J. I ſhall explain what is the Nature of 
Zeal, conſider'd ſimply, or by it ſelf. 
II. When it becomes either good, or e- 
vil, and the ſeveral qualifications that make 
it either the one, or the other. | 
III. I ſhall ſhow the pernicious effects of a 
bad Zeal, and the happy conſequences of 
a good One, thereby to encourage the grea- 


er caution, in the management, and con- 
duct of Zeal. 


I. "Trex, I am to explain the true nature 
of Zeal, conſider'd ſimply, or by it ſelf. 

Ta xx it in this view, and tis only an ear- 
neſt deſire, a powerful tendency, or incli- 
nation of the mind, towards, or againit 
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good or 8 all the affections of the mind 
ſeem to be united, ind to agree together, 


in order to the ſame end; all the powers 
and faculties of the ſoul, are exerciſed i in 


a high degree, for the fame purpoſe. pl 


No w this motion of the ſoul, this high 


degree of the affections, thus combined, is 


what we call Zeal; which (unleſs we take 


in the object about which, and the manner 


how ' tis employ'd) is of an indifferent nature, 


but capable of becoming the greateſt vice, 


or the moſt illuſtrious virtue in the world. 
When mens paſſions are thus excited, 
they may have very great, and happy conſe- 
quences following from it; much good 
may be done to religion, great honour and 
ſervice to the cauſe of virtue and truth: 
Or elſe very fad effects may proceed; for 
the objects of Zeal are ſo different, and ve- 
ry often the degrees of it ſo ſtrong, that if 
we miſcarry in this point, if we miſtake the 


Object, or exceed in the degree of our Zeal, 


then the fruits of Zeal are ſorrow and bit- 


. terneſs of ſoul, and men plunge themſelves 
into ſuch errors, and difficulties, that it is 
extremely hard, if not impollible, to Extrfcate 


; themielves. A - IND 


} 
J bit- 
ſelves 
it is 
ricate 
AND 


of Religious Heal. 


1 


AN thus does that Zeal, which is in— 
nocent in it's riſe and beginning, for want 
of care to govern it well in it's progreſs, 
and wiſdom to proportion it, according to 
it's object, become ſinful; and at once ſpoils, 
and contradicts all moral, and religious 
duties. Foy 0 4% 

Tuis is the nature of Zeal, conſider'd 
in it ſelf alone; if it be good, it animates 


piety and religion, if bad, it conſumes and 


deſtroys it: The one ſtrengthens, and re- 
freſnes the mind, the other, ruines every 
grace, and virtue in it. 

- ST. Paul reckons a bad Zeal, one of the 
greateſt evils that can happen to mankind, 
and mentions it among the worſt things that 
can be named; placing on the one fide of 
it, Hatred and Variance, and on the other, 


ſirife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, murther. 


And St. James condemns it, in very ſharp, 
and ſevere expreſſions : But if you have bit- 


ter zeal, and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, 
and lie not againſt the truth. This wiſdom de- 


ſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, 


deviliſh, for where zeal and ſtrife is, there 


ig confuſion and every evil work. 
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Now fince Zeal is fo dangerous a thing, 
even in the heart of a wiſe, judicious per- 


ſon, and yet by due care, may become ſo 


beneficial to the good of men, and the ho- 
nour of God; ſince 'tis much more hazar- 
dous in the minds of weak and ignorant 
people, who turn it to a wrong uſe, and 
run into the extremes of it: And laſtly, ſince 


tis very often wilfully misjudg'd, and goes by 
the name of virtue, or vice, according to the 


cauſe, or party to which it belongs, with 
little or no regard had to it's true and real 


nature, or the juſt and proper rules by 


which it ought to be determin'd ; the next 
thing ſhall be to diſcover the ſafe ways and 
methods of entertaining, and preſerving our 


Zeal with innocence and virtue, and mak- 


ing it in all reſpects honourable, and praiſe 
worthy, in the ſight of God and man. And 
this may be done, 


H. By obſerving when it becomes either 


good or evil, and the ſeveral qualifications 
that make it either the one, or the other. 
AMoXG the various rules that are, or may 
be given about the conduct of Zeal, I 
| think 


Ns 


1k 


God's honour, and our own peace and ſe- 
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think theſe three are the moſt uſeful and 
comprehenſive. 

1. Ir ſhould be always adorn'd with hu- 
mility, and charity. 

2. Ir ſhould be directed to an excellent 
end. 

3. JusT and lawful methods ſhould be 
uſed, in the exerciſe of it. 

1. Tx firſt of theſe rules will hold good, 
let the occaſion of our Zeal be what it will: 
For if the man who calls himſelf a chriſtian 
expects mercy, he muſt-ſhew mercy; not 
only to friends, but enemies. If we have 
any love for Chriſt, we muſt put on bowels 
of compaſſion for all men; or elſe we are 
none of Chriſt's diſciples: Our religion 
diſclaims then all ſort of Zeal which is un- 
charitable, which aims at the ruin, or miſ- 
chief of our fellow chriſtans: It muſt be 
the effect of a kind, and generous tem- 
per; not ſuch a one, as our Saviour rebuked 
in his miſtaken diſciples, but ſuch as inclines 
us to pray for, and to do good to the worſt 
of enemies, ſo far as may conſiſt with 
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2. IT ſhould be directed to an excullemn 
end: The object of our Zeal ſhould be 
worth all our care, and pains that we be- 
ſtow upon it: The thing muſt be com- 
mendable in it ſelf, and juſtly requiring by 
it's own excellent virtues and properties, our 
higheſt veneration and regard; it ſhould ad- 
vance the honour of God's holy name, and 
greatly promote the ſervice of religion in 
the world: Here then are proper objects 


of a wiſe, and good Zeal; and men may gro 
find in themſelves a more than ordinary heat, ly fi 
in the proſecution of theſe things; they na- witl 
turally incline the will of good men, to and 
follow and admire them. the 
1. The common duties of our holy reli- ona 
gion are fit objects of our Zeal: Thus our ſo \ 
devotion to God, juſtice to our neighbour, hur 
and mercy to all men; theſe, and ſuch like, it i. 
conduce very much to the honour of God, wh 
to the perfection of humane nature, to the cry 
peace, order, and advantages of the preſent all 
World; as well as lead to the happineſs of ou 
a a future life, that ſure and promiſed bleſ- | 
ſing of thoſe virtues hereafter. One would ob 
wonder therefore, that it ſhould ever have cet 


* become 
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become matter of controverſy, whether pi- 
ety, when we make our addreſles to hea- 
ven, tho' it was before holy, and ſincere, 


might receive a new life, and vigour from 


our Zeal : Certainly it may do fo, without 
blame, or cenſure. For (however various, 
and unequal mens affections are in prayer,) 
yet they who, in their private retirements, 
are converſing with God, rejoycing at the 
thoughts of infinite mercy, and the well 
grounded hopes of eternal life, mult certain- 
ly find themſelves raiſed, and affected there- 
with. This will juſtify their moſt zealous, 
and ardent deſires, inflame their hearts with 
the love of God, and give the moſt affecti- 
onate warmth to their devotion: Anda Zeal 
ſo well apply'd, is as proper an ornament of 
human underſtanding, as any thing can be; 
it is ſuch a fervent effefFual prayer as this, 
which availeth much : And thoſe phraſes of 
crying, wreſtling, and ſtriving with God, 
all argue this holy Zeal and importunity in 
our devotion. But, | 
2. THERE are other good and proper 


objects of Zeal, beſides thoſe which con- 
cern all chriſtians in general: Imean, the pe- 
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_ culiar works of religion men are obliged to, care 
as they are placed in this, or that ſtation, or A 
circumſtance of life. for « 

Ir is good for a Prinee to be zealous, in in es 
the preſervation of Church, and State; to thoſ 
have the care of this, next his heart ; be- ties, 
cauſe the lives and religion of his people, pend 
mainly depend on his affectionate Zeal for ing 1 
their good and ſafety. For this reaſon, A 
good Kings are in ſcripture call'd »ur/eng own 
fathers; are ſaid, to ſit in the throne of quire 
Judgment; and to this end are we exhorted or p 
to pray for them. hind 

Ir is good, for a Magiſtrate to be zealous, ligen 
in uſing the proper, and lawful methods of matt 
encouraging virtue, and puniſhing vice in 1. 
the world; as one who is zt to bear the exce 
ſword (of juſtice) in vain, but is the mini. ſhoul 
ler of God, to execute wrath on him that unde 
doth evil. Leal 

Ir is good, for our eccleſiaſtical governors thoſe 
to be watchful, and zealous, for the ſafety matt! 
of that church, in it's doctrines, diſcipline, Sc 
and ways of worſhip, committed to their exce 
charge, and intruſted with them; as the), cepts 


ho are to give an account, and ſhould take |. mifli 
| | care 


of Religions Zeal. 


care to do it with joy, aud not with grief. 

Ap we are perſuaded, it is good alſo 
for every miniſter of Chriſt to be zealous 
in exhorting the People, to the belief of 
thoſe articles, and the practice of thoſe du- 
ties, on which we know their Salvation de- 
pends; as we are in Chriſt's ſtead, beſeech- 
ing men to be reconciled to God. 

ALL theſe things, ſo excellent in their 
own nature, and ſo uſeful to men, do re- 
quire our Zeal; and no temporal views, 
or proſpect whatſoever, ſhould divert, or 
hinder men, from their great care, and di- 
ligence and moſt earneſt concern in theſe 
matters. But, 

2. As our Zeal ſhould be directed to an 
excellent end; ſo juſt, and lawful methods 
ſhould be uſed in the exerciſe of it: And 
under this head, I ſhall conſider what ſort of 
Leal is lawful, or unlawful, in regard to 
thoſe who differ from us in religious 
matters. 


So pure, and holy is our lakh and ſo 


excellent the nature of all it's laws and pre- 


cepts, that it ſtrictly forbids -men the com- 
- miſſion of evil, even for the ſake of good: 
Yet 
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Yer when worldly intereſt governs the mind, 
when prejudice blinds the underſtanding, 
and men are hurried away by Pai inſtead 
of Zeal; no wonder if the nature of 


things is miſtaken, and this rule of chriſtia- 
nity neglected bythem. Religion is the name, 


Religion the common pretence for Zeal ; 
and while men ſeem to keep this in view, 
too frequently do they forget the lawful, and 
honeſt methods, that Religion would inſpire 
men with, for it's ſafety and preſervation. A 
good cauſe does not require, nor can it 
_ juſtify ſuch methods as are contrary to the 
laws of God, and man for it's ſupport. That 
Zeal which the Goſpel teaches, mult be ac- 
cording to knowleage.; not a fooliſh, and ig- 
norant Zeal, which overlooks holy ſcripture, 
extinguiſhes the light of reaſon, and blinds 
the judgment, as well as vitiates the morals 
of thoſe who are govern'd by it: Nay at 


laſt it takes the name of Conſcience, and then 
aſſuming to it ſelf an extravagant power, it 
calls good evil, and evil good. 

Tuus, when the Jews thought their re- 
| ligion invaded by the diſciples of Chriſt, 


Inſtead of being convinced by the evidence 
of 


of Tages 2 | — 


of - miracles, and the force of truth; they 
were inclined to believe, that the moſt un- 


| lawfulmeans became holy, and meritorious, - 


when uſed. againſt the enemies of their 
Faith. Here, | cruelty ſoon loſt it's name 
and nature, became a virtue againſt the chri-' 
ſtians; and murther it ſelf, hateful to God 
and man; was fanctify'd, as a good practice, 
a neceſſary duty. In like manner, St. Paul 
himſelf, before his converſion, imagined 
that the end. juſtify'd the means, the bar- 
barous means he uſed, to extirpate the chri- 
{tians from the face of the earth ; for which 
(notwithſtanding that all- ſufficient principle 


of Sincerity,) he afterwards look'd upon 


himſelf as 4 murderer, à perſecuten, the 


greateſt of ſinners. 


- OUCH. are the miſchievous effects of a 
Mind miſtaken Zeal! So great a power and 
influence it has over the minds of men, as 
to perſwade them , that baſe and wicked 
actions are neceſſary on ſome great, and emer- 


gent occaſions ; and that for the ſake of Re- 


ligion men may act contrary to the precepts 
of Religion: This is an error (how fatal, 


and dangerous ſoever, in the effects, and 


C conſe- 
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* conſequences of it,) which hath been, and 


is ſtill too common among men: But it is 


giving ſuch an infallible power, and autho- 
rity to the Conſe:ences of men, as bears 
down all diſtinction of good, and evil, and 
would deſtroy all religion, and government 
at Once. 

It is true, every man's actions ought to 
be directed by his Con/crence : But then there 
is a rule, by which his judgment, or con- 
| ſcience, ought to be directed, and that is, 
the holy ſcriptures, which are written for 
our iuſtruction. And the ſafeſt way is to un- 


derſtand them, according to the ſenſe 


which the Primitive Writers have general- 
iy taken them in; who mult be ſuppoſed to 
have known the meaning of the Apoſtles 
beſt, and to be leaſt liable to error, as hav- 
ing lived neareſt thoſe times. . 

So that if a man's Conſcience tells him, 
he may believe fuch a doctrine as is con- 
trary to ſcripture, or which cannot be pro- 


ved from thence and he ſhall go about to 


propagate the ſame, with ſuch a Zeal as is 
forbid in ſcripture; in this caſe, all the ſin- 
gerity in the world will never bear him out: 

Ae For 
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Fe or *tis plain, that which ſhould have been 
the rule of his conſcience, was neglected, 
or ſadly miſunderſtood, and the Zeal pro- 
ceeding from his miſguided conſcience, is 
falſe and irreligious. 

Waar is to be done then, in that great 
diverſity of men's thoughts and apprehenſi- 
ons about religious matters? or with what 
ſort of Zeal are we to act in regard to thoſe 
who differ from us? 

HERE ſuch allowances are to be made 
to thoſe who in an honeſt ſimplicity may diſ- 
ſent from us, as can ſafely, and reaſonably 
be made; and we ſhould be more zealous 
about the Articles of Faith, than for the Cir- 
cumſtantials of religion only; tho” the lat- 
ter ſhould not be overlook'd, or neglected 
by us: But for a more particular direction 
in this matter : 

1. Our Zeal for Religion muſt be agree- 
able to the rules and principles of Religion: 


and'then it will not be uncharitable in it's 


nature: and 
2. Tur degree of it, proportion'd to the 


nature and occaſions of difference between 
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us; and thus; it cannot be immoderate, 
with reſpect to it's object. 

Wurd this care is taken, when the me- 
thods of our Zeal, as well as the end of it, 
are thus righteous, and good; we may, and 
ought, every one according to his abilities, 
and the ſtation he is in, oppoſe with cou- 
rage and reſolution all opinions falſe, and 
dangerous to Religion: Eſpecially when the 
authors of em, ſhall endcavour to gain pro- 
ſelytes, and even (while they are pleading 
for freedom, and liberty of thought, ) dic- 
tate to others in an arbitrary manner, and 
ſhew themſelves moſt impatient of contra- 
diction. 

Sucn a Zeal as I have been recommend- 
ing, will not puſh us on to any methods 
of perſecuting thoſe of a different religion, 
or of oppreſſing ſuch as may humbly and 
modeſtly enquire after truth: it will not 
teach us to envy that /ega/ exemption 
which is given to conſciences truly tender, 
and ſcrupulous ; or indeed to debar perſons 
of any juſt and reaſonable liberty , which 


a wiſe and good man would take, who 


may 


— 
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may chance to differ in ſome points, from 
the general and received opinion. 

Bor ſomething more than all this, ſeems 
to be intended, by that clamour which has 
been raiſed of late, about /egal liberty, and 
that earneſt deſire that the light of it might 


be ſcatter d, thro all corners of the land; 
without ever defining what that extenſive 


liberty is, which they are contending for.” 


ARE we then in a dark ſlate of bondage 5 
and oppreſſion at preſent, and do we want ö i 
ſome new lights, and diſcoveries to direct 4 
us in the way to heaven? Is that ſacred au- f 0 
thority of our governors in the church, a Ws! 
mere uſurpation ? Is this the grievance they we” 
ſo complain of, this the great violation of 1 
chriſtian liberty, vi. that the eſſentials of 1 
our Faith are guarded by human eſtabliſh- by 
ments, and that a /ega/ proviſion is made 1% 


tor the honour and defence of our religion, 
and for preſerving the peace, and unity of 
that part of the chriſtian church ſettled a- 
mong us? This hath been found neceſſary 
tor the good of all, and without any inten- 
tion of hurt to the fortunes or perſons of 
any ; but under providence is for the well 


. being, 
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gion. 


Bur if men will go about to deſtroy, or 
diſturb religion, that they may eſtabliſh their 
own private notions; if they talk of alter- 
ing our Creeds, and impoſing upon us a new 
Canon of ſcripture ; a great degree of pru- 
dent and godly Zeal is not only lawful, 


but neceſſary, to hinder thoſe who ſet up 


for a peculiar way of thinking, and judging 
about articles of Faith, from ſpreading their 
heretical notions and principles , thro' the 
Kingdom, and corrupting the minds of young 
and inconſiderate people: This is ſuch a 
wild ſort of liberty, as was never yet al- 
low'd among Chriſtians ; and we hope ne- 
ver will, without our moſt zealous endea- 
vours to prevent ſuch miſchief. 

Tuxnx is at preſent, (as we value the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, the eternal Son of God) 
great occaſion for our Zeal, when we hear 
thoſe, who have treated the ſacred my/le- 
rzes of religion with infolence and con- 
tempt, and been reviving an o hereſy a- 
mong us, now boaſting of their number 
and ſucceſs, 


IX 
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Ix ſuch a caſe, it was become neceſſary 


to ſhew the weakneſs and abſurdity of that 


ſcheme which aſſerted Chriſt to be God 
without the divine nature; to be eternal, 


but not ab/olutely ſo; to be an object of 


worſhip, and yet no better than a Creature; 
to be almighty, but not ſupreme over all; 
and to be Creator of the world, but by no 
power and authority of his own. What an 
abuſe of words is here? See the miſerable 
ſhifts and evaſions | Behold what diſingenu- 
ous methods a bad cauſe will drive men in- 


to! What is this, but to do, as Tully ſpeaks 


of the Epricureane, Verbis ponere, re tollere 
Deum? 


Bur tho' every one of us ſhould, in his 
proper ſtation, zealouſly endeavour to pre- 


ſerve the purity of the chriſtian Faith; yet 
we hope, and believe, that the Ariaus have 
not more reaſon to boaſt of their ſtrength 
and number now, than the Socinians had 
ſome years ſince; when ſeveral Tracts were 
publiſh'd by them, which were cry'd up as 


unanſwerable, and deluded many, but which 
are now as generally cry'd down by all, and 


become utterly contemptible, 
EquaLLy 
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oval x vain and frivolous are the hike con 
criumphsat preſent, when every fallacy they kno 
have uſed has been detected; every argu. 


| ment they have brought, largely anſwer'd 
| and confuted ; all their falſe quotations, give 


and partial rendering of the Fathers, as well 
as abuſe of Scripture, ſufficiently laid open; ty, 


and many inſuperable difficulties appear on Lor 
their ſide, ſuch as muſt always attend new = 
WI 


fchemes of religion. 
Non is number any good argument of pur! 
their credit and ſucceſs; if they pleaſe 


to obſerve (what is viſible enough,) that Bre 
many of looſe, or of no principles, adhere ther 
to them, (as the Melitian ſchiſmaticks did whi 
to the ancient A4rians,) for no other reaſon, way 
but becauſe they are for innovating in reli- 
gion, for ſetting aſide an ancient doctrine, __ 
and out of prejudice only to the preſent e- ſh 
ſtabliſnment of religion amongſt us. This x 

they would alter, or diſſolve; and no mat- ſcie 
ter by what hands they do it; whether by _ 


Fews, Turks, Arians, or Socinians: All 
muſt help, and all muſt be careſs'd and en- | 
couraged, to pull down that ſpiritual tyranny 
they fo complain of: And what Babel of 

1 confuſion 


42 
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confuſion they would erect in its ſtead, God 


knows! 


Hexce, I think, we may eaſily account 
for the compliments, and careſſes that are 


given to Hereticks, by ſuch who neither 


weigh or value the hurt done to chriſtiani- 
ty, and the diſhonour ſhewn to our bleſſed 
Lord; but favour Ariani/m, or indeed any 
thing elſe, fo far, and no farther, than it 
will promote their own political ends and 
purpoles. 

Our care, and Zeal (my Reverend 
Brethren) is farther neceſſary, againſt ano- 
ther ſcheme lately advaſſted among us, by 
which all Human Authority 1s to be taken a- 
way in matters of religion : How far this 
Queſtion has a tendency to the other before 
mention'd, I will not ſay; but if it could 
be once maintain'd, that Human Authority 
had nothing to do with the affairs of con- 
ſcience, then the Arian, or any other ſcheme 
might take place without oppoſition: An 
univerſal toleration of all, or any religion 
muſt ſucceed. 


HowEVER, thus much may be ſaid of it 
D that 
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that! it ſeems to be a deſign deep laid, and 
as well concerted as the cauſe will bear: 
The expreſſions uſed in the defence of it, 
are no otherwiſe obſcure, than may ſerve 
the purpoſe: Much art, and induſtry hath 
been laid out upon it, and it comes recom- 
mended with a plauſible ſhow of peace and 
charity; *tis offer'd as a rare diſcovery of 
uniting Proteſtant Brethren, by an univerſal 
liberty of making Creeds for themſelves, and 
of judging as they will, about Articles of 
faith. 

Now what is this, but breaking down 
the fences of religion, and opening a way 
for error , hereſy, and confulion ? for tho” 
Human Authority isneither an infallible, nor 
certain remedy againſt error; yet it is the 
beſt remedy human affairs will admit of: 
And without it, the caſe would be much 
worſe. To talk of every man's interpreting 
ſcripture for himſelf, and being his own 
guide, looks plauſible in Theory, but is 
nonſenſe to ſuch as conſider common life, 
and the low capacity of one part of man- 
kind : The generality of men would impli- 

citly 


ah 
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citly follow ſome guide or other; and there- 


fore 'tis proper for the wiſdom of a nation 
to take care of 1t. 

Besmmes, I look upon it as an unanſwera— 
ble objection againſt this ſcheme, that it 
ſuppoſes ſuch an zudifference to any religi- 
on, or {uch a degree of good nature, 
and mutual forbearance, as is not in 
the nature of man, in general, to put on. 
It is therefore impracticable, and as much 
unlikely as it would be to bring all nations 
to peace, and put a final end to war for the 
future. 

Tursz are the novel opinions, or rather 
old errors revived, ſet oft in a new dreſs, 
and maintain'd in a very unuſual way, which 
have lately amuſed the world ; have been 
advanced with much Leal, in a ſerious 
grave manner, with a ſhow of learning, a 
pretence to ſcripture, reaſon, and antiqui- 
ty ; but in truth, ſupported only by an a- 
buſe of words, remote hints, ſtudy'd reſerves, 
dark and ambiguous expreſſions. I have 
mention'd 'em with ſome briet remarks ; 
that we may ſee plainly the necellity there 

D 2 18 


* 
. 
= q 
N « 
* 
N * 
7 
© U 
13 
7 
197 
N * 
= 
= * l 
. 
* y : 
= þ | 
: * 
* 
* p 
- 
«TY 1.4 
v „ 
by . 
EF. 
p > * 
= 
* 
1 6, 
, 
i FF 
- 
ft 
+ } g 
q | 
1 i 
= 2 . [ 
+ © 
, ” 
wow”. 
ev EY 
. 
„ = 
„ 
# 7 
1 
1 L 
: : 
3 \ 
£3 
10 


p — — 0 
z 
- 
* 


—_ 
” > oo 3 
— 44 >— * —— 4. 
1 2 
— — . 


& of 


| E $77; 

28 The Nature and Neceſſity 

is, on our parts, of a true religious Zeal to 
oppoſe ſuch principles; notwithſtanding 
the ſtrict obligations we are under to peace. 
They are enemies to peace, who propagate 
ſuch notions, not they who endeayour to 
confute em, who refuſe to comply with 
them, or to give the leaſt countenance there- 
to. It is an eaſineſs of temper, by no means 
does it deſerve the name of charity, which 
prompts men out of favour and affection 
to perſons, to eſpouſe their errors, and to 
ſacrifice religion, nay the honour of Chriſt 
himſelf, and their own cternal welfare, to 
prejudice and party. I come now, 

LasTLy, to conſider what ſort of Zeal is 
juſt, and proper, with reſpect to thoſe who 
agree with us in the main points of faith, 
but ſeparate from us without neceſlity, and 
break communion with us, on reaſons which 
they cannot juſtify. 

'Trzse deſerve our pity, rather than our 
anger ; and altho' we may, and ought to 
be zealous for unity and peace; yet here 
great caution and prudence is required, 
left our Zeal ſhould go beyond our religi- 


On; 


. 
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on, or prove inconſiſtent with thoſe virtues 
of the goſpel, meekneſs; condeſcenſion, and 
long ſuffermg. 

ALL the offices then of charity, and hu- 
manit are due to thoſe who ſeparate fromus : 
But, as forſaking the Aſſembly was look'd 
upon, by the Apoſtles, as a very great crime; 
ſo do we think it, (as it has too often prov'd,) 
of dangerous conſequence to religion. And 
if ſo, would they perſwade us, that it is the 
part of a good chriſtian, to ſee the great, 
and ſinful diviſion that is made, without the 
leaſt care, and concern for the ſafety of our 
National church? Or, is it meddling with that 


al is which belongs not to us, when we adviſe, 
vho and encourage the people, to preſerve com- 
ith, munion with us, to value and efteem that 
and communion, of which they profeſs them- 
nich ſelves members; and to act nothing unwor- 
thy of that profeſſion? This is certainly the 
our proper buſineſs of our ſacred function: This 
t to ſhould be our conſtant care and regard. 
nere And when we diſcharge our duty after this 
red, manner, we act with a conſtzence void of 
ligt- offence, towards God, and tiwards man. 
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Monx eſpecially, are ſuch exhortations 
neceſſary, when they, who divide from us, 
preſume upon the kind uſage they receive; 
and not contented with the mercy of our 
laws, by which they enjoy their own opini- 
ons quiet, and undiſturb'd, are for new acqui- 
ſitions of power and authority: When ſome 
of them tell us plainly, that they are, at this 
time, rejoycing to ſee our Foundations ſhaken, 
and our Fabrick ſinking ; this, ſhows 1n them 
a temper of mind, unbecoming that ſenſe 
they ſhould have of the full indulgence 
granted to them ; and ſhould teach us, (how 
vain-ſoever we may think their joy to be,) 
ſince they profeſs ſo little charity for us, 
to have ſome for our ſelves: To do all that 
we can, or may do, that is conſiſtent with 
other chriſtian duties, for the ſupport, and 
well being of that church, which (they ſay) 
ſtands upon ſuch weak grounds at preſent. 
We hope better things ; but, as their joy 
does, ſo let our care proportionably increaſe. 
We may be wanting in our Zeal, as well as 
ſuffer it to exceed; there is a ſort of indif- 


ference, and lukewarmneſs which is liable to 


blame 


of this world, and thus liable to be impos'd 
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blame, as well as intemperate Zeal: And 
this generally proceeds! from a diſlike of 
the doctrines, diſcipline, or ways of wor- 
ſhip uſed in the eſtabliſhed church, contract- 
ed by prejudice, or a wrong education, or 
elſe from a weakneſs, and eaſineſs of tem- 
per; or what is worſe, from a mean, and ab- 
je ſpirit, bartering religion for the things 


on, by the artifice and management of o- 
thers. 


Tals want of Zeal very often goes by 
the name of charity: A fair pretence to co- 


AY 

ver a very great defect! As if we might not 0 
be zealous, and charitable, at the ſame time; 10 
which two virtues are by no means incon- Wo 
ſiſtent with each other; nay, they ought i 70 
never to be disjoyn'd. *. 1 
wao could be more charitable then 1 
St. Paul was after his converſion, and yet . 
who could act, at that time, with a more ih 


becoming Leal, than he did in the chriſti- WW ki 
an cauſe? Who could be more charitable We 
than our Saviour was? And yet he never 
countenanced the follies, or flatter'd the er- 

rors 
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rors of mankind : But behold the fon of 
God in an act of holy Zeal, driving the 
buyers and ſellers out of the Temple! He could 
not bear to ſee the houſe of God profan'd, 
to ſuch diſhonourable uſes. Although we are 
not to draw this action (juſtifiable in our 
Saviour by his Authority) into an exact imi- 
tation, yet we may learn ſo-much from it, 
that no vain pretence to charity, no falſe cry 
of peace, ſhould hinder thoſe who have ei- 
ther power, or commiſſion to take care of 
ſacred matters, from ſhowing a pious, and 
diſcreet Zeal for the purity and holineſs, 
and even the decent, and orderly methods 
of publick worſhip: And this, without the 
| leaſt offence againſt the great law of chri- 
{tian charity, and moderation. 
Tur beſt way of preſerving this decency 
in publick worſhip, is an adherence to all 
thoſe rules, and conſlitutions already fix'd 
among us. | 
Ix they tell us, theſe are externals only 
of religion, and may be eaſily diſpenſed 
with, on our parts, for the ſake of peace; 
this makes directly againſt themſelves: For we 


reply 
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| ay, why are they then ſo over zealous, as 


to ſeparate from us, and break peace and 
union on. the account of them ? 
Wr do not think them ſo fit odjects 
of Zeal, as the eſſentials of chriſtianity : 
nor were they ever pronounced, as abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to falvation : But as we 
believe them highly ſubſervient to Religi- 
on, and that they were received by the 
Church, in the pureſt ages of it; as we 
know that the wiſeſt, and beſt men, in all 
ages, comply'd with them; and judg'd them 


convenient, for the more decent and regu- 


lar performance of Divine Service: Laſtly 
as they are enjoyn'd by Publick Authority, 
to which obedience is due, (and ſo far ceaſe 
to be indifferent) on theſe reaſons, we think 
that a Zeal even about theſe matters, is ſo 
far neceſſary, that we ſhould not ſuffer, if 
we can prevent it by juſt and reaſonable 
methods, either the weakneſs of ſome, or 
the importunity of others, to deprive us of 
theſe great helps, and proper ornaments of 

our devotion. 
Ir any thing can make a Zeal about theſe 
things unlawful, it muſt be, that it is im- 
E moderate 
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moderate in it's degree, or incautiouſly 


managed, or elſe injurious to charity. 
Ir is not immoderate, if it places no 


greater a value upon the things, about which 
it is employ'd, than the things can deſerve : 
Nor is it incautiouſly managed, if it vents 
it ſelf no otherwiſe than in calm reaſoning, 
and good advice; nor is it injurious to 
charity, if it be kept within the bounds of 
love and peace : Charity does not oblige us 
to part with the decent orders, and cuſtoms 
of our church; but to pity, and, if poſſible, 
avert by our prayers, and arguments, the 


ſad fate of thoſe, who out of unneceſſary 


{cruples, run themſelves upon very dange- 
rous errors. 

Taz belt and ſafeſt Rule then, upon the 
whole of the matter, is, for us to go on in 


the old ways and methods of ſerving God; 
fince we can ſo well juſtify the ſame ; and 
ſince all changes and alterations in Religion, 
(when it has been already fo carefully re- 
form'd) muſt be attended with many bad 
conſequences, which are eaſily foreſeen, 
but can be of no uſe, or benefit to us, that 
we can'reaſonably expect. | 
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T happieſt change would be, for chem 
to conſider, how great a crime it is to ſe- 
parate from an Eſtabliſh'd Church, without 
neceſſity ; That nothing but /nfu! terms of 
of communion impos'd, can bring ſuch a 


neceſſity upon them ; and that they have ne-! 
ver yet been able to prove the terms of our 


communion /f. What miſeries then 
have they brought upon the kingdom, and 
what danger to their own ſouls, by an un- 
neceſlary diviſion ? 

CouLD they lay aſide their own unreaſo- 
nable doubts, and prejudices, and free- 
ly enter into communion with us; this 
would be a happineſs both to them, and us, 
which we ſhould rejoyce to ſee: for this, 
they have already had our repeated endea- 
vours ; and will always have our moſt ear- 
neſt*wiſhes, and prayers : and this I take to 
be the trueſt act of charity, that we can poſ- 
ſibly ſhow to them, either in regard to their 
temporal or eternal welfare. Nor will I with- 
hold the juſt commendation due to many of 
them for the pious and Orthodox Zeal they 
have lately ſhown againſt the Arian Apoſtaſys 
and in 1 defence of our Common Faith : But 
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ſiderable rules concerning Zeal, viz. That 


chiefly in this view, with reſpectto thoſe who 


manner we ought to be zealous on ſuch OC- 


gladly acknowledge their uſeful endeavours 
herein; and rejoyce in the happy Agreement 
they profeſs with us and the whole Catho- 
lick Church, in ſo important an Article. 
I xavt reckoned up the moſt uſeful and con. 


it muſt be always adorn'd with charity; 
directed to an excellent end; and exercis'd 
by lawful methods. I have conſider'd it 


among our ſelves, unhappily differ from us, 
in matters of religion: How far, and in what 


caſions. 

Axp from thoſe virtues of Zeal we may 
eaſily diſcern, what it is that makes it ſin- 
ful: When men are zealous in a bad cauſe; 
oppoſe the Truth out of worldly policy, in- 


tereſt, or ambition ; and endeavour, right reaſ, 
or wrong, to maintain their errors, againſt of a 
all oppoſition : When the end they drive at thoſ 
is wicked, or the means they uſe, baſe, and ever 
diſhonourable : W hen it proceeds to malice, our 

or revenge, on any occaſions whatſoever : cute 
or laſtly, when our affections are exceed- To 


ingly Fallge, about thing; the nature of thoſ 
| which 4 
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which we are wholly ignorant of, or which, 


do not deſerve ſuch a paſſionate concern. 


 I'smarL conclude this diſcourſe, by ſhow- 
ing, as briefly as I can, the pernicious ef- 
fects of a bad Zeal, and the happy conſe- 
quences of a good one; thereby to encou- 
rage the greater caution, inthe management, 
and conduct of our Zeal. And 

1. By the former of theſe, a bad Zeal, 

how has the church been diſturb'd, and the 
unity of it broken? How has Chriſt been 
divided, churches ſet up againſt churches, 


Altars againſt Altars ;ſome withdrawing their 


juſt obedience and ſubmiſſion from their 
proper Governors, and Paſtors; others uſur- 
ping upon the true rights, and liberty, of 
chriſtians: Others, again, claiming ſuch 
rights, and liberties as are inconſiſtent with 
reaſon, ſcripture, and the common good 
of all mankind? How has this provoked 
thoſe of the church of Rome, to maintain 
even Idolatry it ſelf, and to do that, which 
our church has utterly diſclaim'd, to perſe- 
cute thoſe who refuſe to be her ſubjects? 
To the ſame cauſe, may be imputed, all 


thoſe ſubtil, and nice diſtinctions, and 


wicked 


1. 
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wicked arts practiſed among the Jefaits, 


which have met with the juſt cenſure and 


univerſal abhorrence of all good chriſtians! 

Las rIx, conſider the happy conſequences 
of a good Zeal. 

To the pious and exemplary Zeal of the 
firſt chriſtians, do we owe, under Chriſt, all 
the benefits, and adygntages of the chriſti- 
an Religion: Not the greateſt art, power, 
or intereſt of the wiſeſt and greateſt men 
among the Zews, or Gentiles, could equal 
their Zeal for the truths of the holy goſpel. 

Axp when the prime foundations of 


Religion were ſtruck at, by ſuch opinions 


as were new, and unknown to the Apoſtles; 


and at laſt, by that GRAND Heresy, which 


feem'd calculated, as it were, for the ruin 
of chriſtianity at once; and which had by 


all the moſt ſubtil, and wicked arts, gained 
for a while the Temporal Power on it's ſide: 
What was it then, but the ſame holy Zeal, 
aſſiſted by the grace and providence of God, 
which preſerved our Faith pure, and unde- 
filed, and the ſame as it was at at firf deliver's 4 


| #0'the ſaints £ ; 
10 the ine pious Zeal, under God's 
75 providence, 
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providence, do we owe the ReformatHn of 
our religion ; when the church was ſo pol- 
luted with errors, ſo corrupted with falſe 
doctrines, that it hardly deſerv'd the name 
of Chriſtian. | 

To the ſame happy cauſe, do we owe the 
eſtabliſhment of our church in this King- 
dom: To the Zeal o ood, and godly per- 
ſons, who wrought and labour'd to defend 
it, againſt all gainſayers; tothe Zeal of Bi- 
ſhops, who dy'd in the defence of it: To 
the Zeal of a Chriſtian King, martyr'd for 
it's preſervation. 


Max every one who profeſſes himſelf a 
member of this church, be diſtinguiſh'd by 


>a godly and charitable Zeal, for the conti- 


nuance of this bleſſing, of a church, amongſt 
us! If we fail on our parts, we can have 
no reaſon to expect miracles of providence 
in our behalf. 

Ir greatly concerns us all therefore, in our 
ſeveral orders, and ſtations, to pray for, 
and uſe our utmoſt power, and intereſt, that 


the unity of faith, and love may be preſerv'd. 


That in nothing, men give offence to the 


Church of God, but rather ſilence their own 
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= Wagudicen, thoſeſingula# fanoies ofitheir dam, 
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Bf May the Paſtors, or on 1 one band, uſe their 
utmoſt diligence, Hunſtruct the ignorant, 
to reclaim the wicked; and to cbfivitice*the 
froward, in the ſpirit of meekneſs! "And 
may the people, onthe other; learn to ho- 
{hab aka Wey-their Paſtors, with an hum. 
ble mind, and a teachable diſpoſition. 
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